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Protestant missionaries to Lake Superior. Not since the
days of Allouez had there been an ordained minister at La
Pointe; Warren was solicitous for the spiritual welfare of
his Chippewa friends, especially the young, who were
being reared without religious instruction, and subject to
the demoralizing influence of a rough element of white
borderers. The Catholic Church was not just then ready
to reénter the long-neglected field; his predilections, too,
were for the Protestant faith. In 1830, while upon his an-
nual summer trip to Mackinaw for supplies, he secured the
cooperation of Frederick Ayer, of the Mackinaw mission,
who returned with him in his batteau as lay preacher and
school-teacher, and opened at La Pointe what was then
the only mission upon the shores of the great lake.
Thither came in Warren’s company, the latter part of
August the following year (1831 ), Rev. Sherman Hall and
wife, who served as missionary and teacher, respectively,
and Mrs. John Campbell, an interpreter.’

La Pointe was then upon the site of the old French
tradirg post at the southwest corner of Madelaine Island;
and there, on the first Sunday afternoon after his arrival,
Mr. Hall preached “the first sermon ever delivered in this
place by a regularly-ordained Christian minister.” The
missionaries appear to have been kindly received by the
Catholic Creoles, several of whom were now domiciled at
La Pointe. The school was patronized by most of the fami-
lies upon the island, red and white, who had children of
proper age. By the first of September there was an av-
erage attendance of twenty-five. Instruction was given
almost wholly in the English language, with regulation
Sunday-school exercises for the children, and frequent
gospel meefings for the Indian and Creole adults.

We have seen that the first Lia Pointe village was at the

1See Davidson’s excellent “ Missions on Chequamegon Bay,” in Wis.
Hist. Colls., xii., to which I am chiefly indebted for information con-
cerning the modern La Pointe missions. Mr., Davidson has since
given us, in his Unnamed Wisconsin ( Milw., 1895), fuller details of this
mission work.



